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THE ELEMENTS OF POPULATION IN DOWN AND ANTRIM, ILLUSTRATED 
BY THE STATISTICS OE RELIGIOUS BELIEF. 



I. INTRODUCTION. 



Atf essay on the local prevalence of religious creeds may appear to the unreflecting a mere mass of 
statistical details ; but the relation which the facts bear to their causes in the past, their collaterals 
in the present, and their effects in the future, gives them a great degree of significance and importance. 
They are a link in the chain of events which the archaeologist or ethnographer is accustomed to 
contemplate, and they afford a key to some of the topics embraced in the investigations of 
Social Science. 

In previous papers which appeared in the pages of this Journal? we have assigned to each of 
the three great branches of population its locality in the beginning of the seventeenth century ; and 
we are now to consider the conditions of the same district, after the lapse of more than two centuries. 
The connexion between the first and second sets of circumstances is not only still traceable,— it is 
unbroken. The constituent elements rise up in their respective colours ; nor do we find that, like 
rainbow hues, they are blended at the point of contact. On the contrary, the three races of inha- 
bitants meet two-and-two at various points, without even the appearance of mingling, and they 
appear to exist only in mechanical combination at other points: each, like oil and water, preserving 
its own stratum. In the highest and lowest elevations of the land, the native Irish found them- 
selves least accessible, and had least to offer to the cupidity of conquerors. Accordingly, the 
mountain and the bog became their home: and the same places, however altered now in physical 
aspect, are still the scenes in which the old Roman Catholic religion is found to predominate. The 
English settlers followed the bank of a river, or fixed their home at convenient points on the sea- 
coast, and at these points only do the members of the Established Church constitute the majority. 
The Scotch occupied lands of intermediate character and value, which their industry and hardy 
habits were well adapted to improve ; and to a limited extent, their settlements were influenced by 
local causes. Hence, we find Presbyterianism prevailing in the greater part of the two counties, 
but especially along the leading lines of immigration. 

In looking to the minor sects of Non-conformists, it is curious to see their afliliation and 
grouping. The denominations known in Scotland have, in general, also found a place in the North 
of Ireland, and in such cases they have been supported almost exclusively by the descendants of 
Scottish parents. On the contrary, Moravians, Quakers, and Methodists are offshoots from the 

a Volume i., p. 246, and volume iv , p. 244. 
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English Church, though the second and third of these reject the forms as well as the specific 
doctrines ; but they do not necessarily regard themselves as antagonistic. Abouf sixteen or eighteen 
years ago, b several new churches - were erected in the united diocese of Down and Connor, to supply 
the religious wants "of outlying districts and of increased population. A very natural result has 
followed: the population has resolved itself in a great degree into its original elements, — a large 
proportion of the Methodists and some of the Moravians having returned to the bosom of the church 
from which they had seceded. 

As a general rule, religious forms and ceremonies are preserved, even when their value is not 
appreciated ; so that those to whom liturgical observances are known, long retain a liking for them, 
and those to whom they are unknown accept them with reluctance. To this rule Methodism is a 
modified exception. The English Churchman retains the church-and-king feeling, which 
Washington Irving describes as an ingredient in the character of John Bull. The Presbyterian 
retains, in like manner, his ancestral traditions, long after their significance and appropriateness have 
ceased: and in large parishes, where there are serious impediments to public worship, these idiosyn- 
cracies sometimes exhibit a very marked development. More than thirty years ago, a large number 
of men in humble life migrated (especially from the County of Down) to the south-west of Scotland. 
They found more regular employment in connexion with the cotton manufacture at Girvan and 
Ballantrae, in Ayrshire, where they formed a little colony ; and for eighteen years they remained 
a distinct people, not formally connected with any branch of the Presbyterian church. At length, 
about 1846, when their children were growing up round them uninstructed, they forwarded a 
memorial to the late Bishop (Russell) of Glasgow, entreating him to give them a minister of their 
own. Their request was granted ; and the congregation is now well known in connexion with the 
Protestant Episcopal Church of Scotland. 



II. HABITS OF THE PEOPIE. 

The habits of the people indicate their origin no less distinctly than their religious creed. In 
the districts colonized by English, there is an evident air of comfort and tidiness about the houses 
and farms, which we look for in vain elsewhere. The man of Scottish ancestry may be more wealthy, 
but he rarely enjoys life so well. His style of agriculture may be better, but it is never so inviting ; 
and however much there may be of rude abundance, there is rarely such indication of good taste. 
The Scot may be intellectually superior, (and often the metaphysical character of his fatherland is 
imparted to him by his catechism), but the descendant of the Englishman does not yield to him in 

b The proceedings of the Church Accommodation So- c The writer of these remarks heard some of the names 

ciety, extended from November, 1838, to the beginning ot of the memorialists mentioned, and he recognized two or 
1843. three which had been well known in the party songs of his 

own boyhood. 
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usefulness, or weight of public and private character. In the English districts the farms are large, 
an air of respectability is imparted to the individual, and a certain amount of comfort is indispen- 
sable. His house, his garden, his dress, his food, his furniture, are all of a character superior to 
those of his Scottish neighbour, who exhibits the well-known hardiness of North Britain. The 
original English settlers were more inclined to reside in towns than those from Scotland : and to 
this hour, though their children are outnumbered in the ranks of commercial life by the descendants 
of Scottish settlers, they furnish to active business more than their due proportion. 

In some parts of the English districts, the ancient sports and pastimes still survive, though in 
general, even in England, they remain only in the descriptions of ancient manners. Since the 
beginning of the present century, there was a tradition in the County of Down, that some dissolute 
young men had been engaged in celebrating a burlesque representation of the Crucifixion, when 
the principal character was mortally wounded by the piercing of the soldier's spear. It is probable 
that such an event actually took place, and that it was an accident occurring at one of the "Miracle" d 
or "Mystery" Plays, which for several centuries were well known in some of the cathedral towns 
of England, and which are performed in a few of the Continental 6 towns to the present hour. The 
" May-pole" has not yet disappeared from among us ; and one may be seen so near as Holy wood. 
The village of Lambeg, lying close to the high road from Belfast to Lisburn, has perhaps not yet 
abandoned the periodical celebration of old English amusements. Easter Monday is the day for 
the annual recurrence of the festivities. 

At the "statute -fair" of the town of Carlisle, the servants who attend to seek new employers 
are distinguished by each holding a straw* in his mouth. This may possibly be a remnant of the 
Saxon symbol of servitude or thraldom: at present it is practically equivalent to the rope round an 
animal in a fair, or to the broom at the mast-head of a ship offered for sale. Yet, singular as the 
custom is, we find a parallel for it in the town of Antrim, among a population resembling the English 
Borderers in several important respects. All the farm servants for miles round resort to the fair 
of Antrim, whether they require new masters or not, and each of the men is distinguished by 
holding a white rod e in his hand. 

It has been said, with truth I think, by Pynes Morison, that "the meere Irish" never planted 

*See the Coventry Mysteries, ike Chester Mystery Plays, e At Oberammergau, in Upper Bavaria, they are per- 

2 vols., the Towneley Mysteries, and Hone's Ancient Myste- formed every tenth year, during a period of abont a week. 

ries Described. It is said that the first sketch of Milton's The celebration took place in 1840 and 1850, and it will no 

Paradise Lost was intended to be a drama of this kind, doubt, be repeated in 1860. 

drawing copiously from Vondel, a Dutch writer, to another t At Carel I staid, wi' a strae i' my month: 

of whose works Paley's Natural Theology is largely in- Nae donbt they tnik me for a promisin' youth, 

debted. The MS. of Paradise Lost preserved in the library Anderson's Poems (Cumberland dialect) . 

of Trinity College, Cambridge, strengthens this impression. f Of late years, the practice has fallen somewhat into 

abeyance. 
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an orchard ; and the remark is also substantially true of the Scotch. The native country of the 
latter lies beyond the limits usually assigned to the materials of cider h sftid perry, and therefore 
fruit-trees are rarely cultivated by the descendants of Scottish agriculturists, even when climate 
and other circumstances are favourable. In the North of Ireland it will be found that the English 
have cultivated the apple-tree and elm, 1 the Scotch the ash and the fir. These trees have, therefore, 
come to be characteristic respectively of various districts ; and, in spite of numerous changes of 
occupancy, they still point pretty accurately to the father-land of the original settler at the 
"plantation" of Ulster. 

The subject of Folk-Lore, of traditional Ballad Poetry, of superstitions, or of language, might 
be adduced in detail to show how the impress of original character and country is here developed in 
a thousand varied forms. But perhaps enough has been said to show that the geographical distinc- 
tion of religious belief is neither an accidental nor an isolated fact ; that it has its origin in the same 
causes which produce ethnological results of the most varied and important kinds, and that the 
value of these facts for reciprocal illustration is evident, even on the limited area which is here 
selected for investigation. 



III. PRINCIPLES OP CALCULATION. 

In 1851 the Government added, for the first time, a census of the people, according to their 
forms of religious worship. It is of universal interest, and of its usefulness there can be no question. 
This census, however, extended only to England and Wales ; but it is not at all improbable that in 
1861 a similar census may be extended to Ireland and Scotland also. 

The only ecclesiastical census taken of Ireland was in 1834:* and in a country where distinc- 
tions are unusually marked, and in which each party is disposed to exaggerate its own importance, 
the facts which this inquiry brought to light were both corrective and suggestive. A full quarter 
of a century has since passed by, and it may be instructive to look back at the simple facts which 
that inquiry brought to light. This is now done merely as an intellectual inquiry ; the primary 
object being to illustrate certain well-known principles, and to exhibit the three great elements of 
the population, when viewed through the medium of Creed. 

h The " isothermal" line, to the north of which the apple There is an English air also about the towns. Formerly^ 

and pear do not flourish, indicates an average temperature every approach to Lisburn was shaded with stately trees, 

of about 50°. This passes to the north of Brussels and and rows of trees still decorate the streets of Moira, Lurgan, 

London, through Dublin, and north westward towards Sligo and Lisburn. In the west of England, the triangular green 

Bay. At Belfast, however, the mean temperature is 52°, spot where three roads meet, has generally a tree planted 

and its Summer heat is as great as that of Swansea, London, in it; and one sees this feature also at Hillsborough, and 

or Portsmouth. several other points. 

i In Worcestershire and Gloucestershire, one is continu- j Report of the Commissioners of Public Instruction. 

ally reminded of the neighbourhood of Lisburn and Moira. 

VOL. VII. Q 
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The census of 1834 was peculiar, not only in its form, but in its machinery: for instead of the 
usual Government officials, the details were in general procured from private persons, whose state- 
ments were rectified by suitable checks. It also included Education, giving the number and nature 
of schools, and statistics relating to their condition. The Commissioners of National Education 
had just then commenced their labours, and it is interesting to examine their progress in the interval, 
especially among a population which has experienced a steady reduction. 

In an ecclesiastical census, it was only natural to follow the ecclesiastical divisions : we there- 
fore find that the arrangement is according to dioceses and parishes, not according to the civil divi- 
sions of counties, baronies, and townlands. The two classes of divisions are not conterminous, a 
parish or diocese lying in two baronies or counties ; but in general, so close an approximation can 
be made for these outlying portions that the error in the computation is not appreciable. 

Previous to the publication of this census, there was no reliable information possessed respecting 
the relative strength of religious parties ; and as soon as it saw the light an outcry was raised by 
each of the four divisions of the community, impugning its accuracy. The members of the Estab- 
lished Church declared that they were numerically much stronger than they were represented ; the 
Eoman Catholics did not hesitate to attribute to their opponents intentional inaccuracy; the Pres- 
byterians declared that their relative importance was not sufficiently recognized ; and the other 
Protestant Dissenters, (many of whom were not exclusively so, but nominal Churchmen or Presby- 
terians still), complained that they were entirely ignored. To impartial judges, this general 
dissatisfaction is strong evidence of the general correctness of the census. Many previous state- 
ments, made without authority, and occasionally in defiance of it, were here contradicted ; and men 
are slow to perceive their own errors — slower still to acknowledge them. 

The result for the whole country was as follows : -— 

PEESONS, PEE CENT. 

Church of Ireland, . . 853,160= lO.^^ 
Roman Catholics, . . 6,436,060^ 80^^ 
Presbyterians, . . . 643,058= 8^^ 
Other Protestant Dissenters, 21,882= 0j&rj> 



Total, 7,954,160 



PLACES OF WORSHIP. 



Churches, J ; ; ^JJJ 



1,534 = 34 per cent. 

Eoman Catholic Chapels, 2,105 = 47 „ 

Presbyterians, . . . 452 =10 „ 

Other ProtestantDissenters, 403 =3 ,, 

Total, 4,494 



The two counties of Down and Antrim coincide nearly with the present united diocese of Down 
and Connor and Dromore, the constituent parts of which were enumerated separately. A correction 
therefore, was necessary, so as to include the area of the two counties only. Again, as the dioceses 
of Down and Dromore do not quite coincide with the county of Down, a further correction had to 
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be made, bo as to keep the areas of the two counties separate from each other. Nor was this all * 
for in the Report from- which the figures are taken, the actual numbers only are given. They are 
here reduced to per-centages, so as to show in a moment the relative strength of the constituent 
elements of the population. This required upwards of seven hundred arithmetical calculations, 
which were checked so as to insure correctness. 



IV. DETJLILS BESPECTOG ANTRIM, 

Knowing the history of the county, its geography, and its physical condition, we are prepared 
to anticipate certain results, and we can state them a priori, in general terms. For example, it 
will not be disputed that Roman Catholics are numerous about Cushendall and Glenarm, and that 
Presbyterians abound from Carrickfergus to the Giants* Causeway, through the interior ; or that 
Churchmen still prevail in the known track of the English settlers. Let us try, therefore, to fill up 
this sketch, and to substitute definite numbers for vague conclusions. 

Arranging the parishes into baronies, we can examine the county according to its great civil 
divisions. To commence at the North — 

1. Caket. — This barony is Roman Catholic, as the members of that communion exceed 50 per 
cent. It stands thus : — 

Roman Catholics* 54 per cent. 

Church of Ireland, 1 27 „ 

Presbyterians, 19 „ 

The first of these numbers is explained by the physical structure of the district. It is wild and 
mountainous, and therefore, constituted a home for the Celtic people two centuries ago. And, as in 
a whole county, the Roman Catholics are most numerous where land is least valuable, so in a 
smaller division like this, the maximum and minimum of numbers coincide respectively with the 
minimum and maximum of value. Thus, the Roman Catholics rise to 90 per cent, in the parish of 
Culfeightrin, where the land sinks to its lowest value of 3s. 4d. per acre; and they sink to 23 per cent, 
in Ballintoy, where the land reaches its highest value, 7s. lOd. The large number of Churchmen, 
comparatively, is a consequence of the English settlement on the north coast, and it is at this point 
of the district they are still most numerous. In Culfeightrin, Presbyterians amount to only 1 per 
cent., and in Rathlin they quite disappear. 

k The word printed In Italics shows the character of the blished Church are certainly "Churchmen;" but others 

barony. claim to be so too: and they are in like manner "Episco^ 

i This is not a graceful expression ; but I have adopted palians," but this is a low provincialism almost exclusively 

it as on the whole the best. It harmonizes with the one in known in the North of Ireland, and comprehends millions 

the Census of Religious worship for England and Wales, of others in the country, 
which is " Church of England." The members of the Esta- 
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2. Xoweb Dtoluce. 

Presbyterians, 73 per cent. 

Church, of Ireland, 18 „ 

Roman Catholics, ...... 7 ,, 

Other Protestant Dissenters, 2 „ 

In the five parishes which compose it, Presbyterians range from 63 to 91 per cent. They are most 
numerous near Coleraine, and shade off towards Ballycastle. Churchmen and Roman Catholics 
vary their per centages within narrow limits* but the former are most numerous in Billy, adjoining 
their own district, and the latter in Derrykeighan, adjoining theirs. 

3. Uppeb Dunluce. 

Presbyterians, 63 per cent. 

Roman Catholics, 30 ,, 

Church of Ireland, ...... 7 „ 

In three of the four parishes, the Presbyterians amount to more than 50 per cent. In Lough - 
guile, where land is least valuable, Roman Catholics are most numerous (50 per cent.) ; in Bally- 
money, where it is most valuable, they sink to their lowest number (12 per cent), 

3. Kxlconway. 

Presbyterians, 57 per cent. 

Roman Catholics, ...... 36 „ 

Church of Ireland, 7 „ 

Omitting Newton-Crommelin, which is exceptional, because modern in its colonization, the relation 
between Roman Catholics and land is again visible. In Dundermot, which is best, they are lowest, 
while here Presbyterians constitute nearly nine-tenths of the whole population. 

5. Lowee <JLENAJ&M. 

Roman Catholics, . . . . . . 68 per cent. 

Presbyterians, 20 „ 

Church of Ireland, . . . . . . 12 „ 

This is the highest number which the Roman Catholics reach in any barony; and the land is only 
of the average value of 3s. lOd. per acre. In the two parishes of Ardclinis and Layd Grange, in one 
of which it is only worth lid. per acre, they range from 75 to 84 per cent. 

6. Uppeh Glenabm. 

Presbyterians, 72 per cent. 

Roman Catholics, 22 „ 

Church of Ireland, 4 „ 

Other Protestant Dissenters, . . . . .2 „ 

In this, Presbyterians range from 68 to 79 per cent. ; Roman Catholics are steady, yet still varying 
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slightly in the inverse ratio of the land ; and Churchmen are few in numbers, varying from 2 to 8 

per cent. 

7. Lower Toome. 

Presbyterians, . . . . . . .74 per cent. 

Boman Catholics, . . . . . .14 „ 

Church of Ireland, ...... 7 ,, 

Other Protestant Dissenters, 5 ,, 

8. Lowee Antrim. 
Presbyterians y 78 per cent. 

Boman Catholics, . . . . . . .20 „ 

Church of Ireland 2 „ 

In all the five parishes, the Presbyterians amount to more than one half, and in Q-lenwherry they 

rise to 92 per cent., the Churchmen falling below 1. The Boman Catholics occupy a position 

here which is exceptional, as compared with other places. They are most numerous where the 

land is best (Ballyclug), and least numerous where it is worst. For this there may be local reasons . 

9. Upper Toome. 
Roman Catholics, . . . . . , 56 per cent. 

Presbyterians, . . . . . . . .37 ,, 

Church of Ireland, 7 „ 

This district consisted of bogs and woods in the beginning of the seventeenth century; its fastnesses 
therefore, afforded shelter, like the mountain ranges, and the land was equally unsuitable for culti- 
vation. In Ballyscullion Grange the Churchmen rise to 21, and Presbyterians to 59 in Shilvodan. 

10. Upper Antrim. 

Presbyterians, 84 per cent. 

Boman Catholics, . . . . . . .10 „ 

Church of Ireland, . . » . . . 6 „ 

"Were it not for the town of Antrim, in which the three parties are more equally blended, Presby- 
terians would rise to nearly 90 per cent, in all this barony. In Kilbride, between Doagh and 
Donegore, Churchmen and Boman Catholics are represented by 2 per cent. each. 

11. Lower Belfast. 
Presbyterians, 82 per cent. 

Church of Ireland, 8 „ 

Boman Catholics, 7 ,, 

Other Protestant Dissenters, 3 „ 

In this large and important barony, the Presbyterian population reaches a number not attained in 
some of the parishes of Scotland. In Templecorran, near the ancient landing place from Scotland, 
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it reaches 97 per cent. In the town of Carrickfergus, the members of the Established Curch reach their 
maximum, and Presbyterians their minimum, for the English, as has been noticed, attended more to 
trade, and the Scotch more to agriculture. In the rural districts of Ralloo and Templecorrah, 
Churchmen are inappreciable. 

12. Upper Belfast (Mixed, none of the three exceeding 50 per cent). 

Presbyterians, 38 per cent. 

Roman Catholics, 31 „ 

Church of Ireland, 29 

Other Protestant Dissenters, 2 „ 

In Ballymartin, "Church people" are only2 percent., and Presbyterians 90. In Derryaghy, Churchmen 
63, and Presbyterians 17. The former is in the district which was overrun by the Scots, the latter 
is in the track of the English colonists. In the town of Belfast, the Presbyterians are 38, Eoman 
Catholics 33, " Church people" 27, and other Protestant Dissenters 2, We have, therefore, in this 
barony three conditions of the district : the English, the Scottish, and an English town converted 
into a Scotch one by the weight of the adjoining rural districts. 

13. Lower Massereene. 

Presbyterians, . 65 per cent. 

Eoman Catholics, 18 „ 

Church of Ireland, ...... 12 ,, 

Other Protestant Dissenters, 5 „ 

This barony consists of only two parishes, Killead, which is large, and Muckamore, which is small. 
The proportions are nearly the same in both. 

14. Upper Massereene. 

Church of Ireland, 53 percent. 

Eoman Catholics, 25 „ 

Presbyterians, 20 „ 

Other Protestant Dissenters, . ... 2 „ 

This is the only barony in which Churchmen exceed all others — the inhabitants being the des- 
cendants of Lord Conway's settlers. They vary from 12 per cent, in Crumlin, on the borders of 
the Scottish district, to 80 per cent, in Aghalee, which is the centre of the parishes where 
Churchmen predominate. 

If we add together the population of the baronies we rise to that of the county; just as, by 
adding the population of the parishes, we rise to that of the barony. The following is the result : — 
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" Church people" in the County of Antrim, 63,415 — 19 per cent. 

Roman Catholics, „ . 80,388 ~- 25 

Presbyterians, ,, '. 176,205 — 54 

Other Protestant Dissenters, ,, . 5,322 — 2 ,, 

Total, . . . 325,400 

Hence, it appears that a well-known orator was right, when he called Antrim, in 1852, a 
" great Presbyterian County." 

A curious fact is, that if we take the highest barony numbers for Roman Catholics, and proceed 
in regular order to the lowest, we indicate the Presbyterian numbers, but in an inverted order. 
Thus, in Lower Glenarm the Roman Catholics are most numerous, amounting to 68, while the 
Presbyterians are only 20 j and proceeding in a decreasing series of the former to Lower Belfast, 
where they are 7, we proceed newly in an increasing series of the latter to 82. Thus, the Roman 
Catholics and Presbyterians are the " complements" of each other, as a mathematician would say; 
and the fact appears also when we consider groups of numbers. There are three baronies, m for 
example, where the Roman Catholics average 59, and in them the Presbyterians average 25 ; while 
in four 11 where the former only reach 10, the latter rise to 78. The members of the Established 
Church do not correspond so regularly, because they are governed by special laws, yet we find the 
following facts of the same kind. In three baronies where the members of the Established Church 
average 4 per cent., Presbyterians average 78; and in three others, where the former rise to 36, the 
latter sink to 25. 

If we coloured our map of the county in baronies, not in parishes, the distribution would 
evidently be as follows. Of the whole 14, so many as 9 would be in a tint indicating Presby- 
terians, 3 in the Roman Catholic colour, and 1 in that of the Church. This indicates a strong 
power of voluntary classification among the people. In only one instance would the tint be of a 
medium kind, and this, no doubt, is owing in a great degree to the assimilating and fusing character 
of a large town. 

It would be interesting to view the whole county in parishes, especially in connexion with 
each of the leading denominations, but the following may suffice. 

The culminating point of Presbyterians is Templecorran, where they rise to 97; and they 
vanish at Aghagallon, in the neighbourhood of Churchmen, as well as at Culfeightrin, in the vicinity 
of Roman Catholics. In forty-five parishes they have more than half the population, and in 27 of 
these they amount to three-fourths, while in the eight highest they amount to nine-tenths and up- 
wards. On the other hand, in two they do not reach 1 per cent.; in five others they are under 10 ; 
in four more they do not reach 20 ; and in two more (thirteen in all) they are still below one-fourth 

m Lower Glenarm, Upper Toome, Carey. 
n Lower Toome, Upper Antrim, Upper Dunluce, Lower Belfast. 
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of the population. Of course, they occupy a midway position in the other parishes not mentioned 
in this paragraph. 

The culminating point of Roman Catholics is the Grange of Ballyscullion, and they almost 
disappear in Island Magee, Templeeorran, and Kilbride. In ten parishes they amount to at 
least one half of the population ; in five of these they reach three-fourths, and in one of the latter 
they amount to nine-tenths. On the other hand, in three parishes just mentioned they do not 
exceed 2 per cent. ; in nine others they do not exceed 5 j in eight others they do not exceed 1 ; 
and in eighteen others (that is to say, thirty-eight in all) they do not exceed 20 per cent. 

The culminating point of Churchmen has been mentioned under Upper Massereene, and with 
the single exception of Ballintoy, on the north coast, the ten parishes in which Churchmen are 
most numerous, are all in the route of Lord Conway's settlers. They almost disappear in four 
parishes, three of which are in the Presbyterian districts, and one in the Roman Catholic. In 
twelve parishes they are most numerous : in seven of these they amount to more than half the 
population, and in one they rise to four -fifths. On the other hand, there are thirty-two parishes 
in which they do not exceed 5 per cent. ; and five of these in which they do not exceed 1 . 

It is only necessary to add that there are in this county 69 benefices separately enumerated, 
and that in 62 of them (or 85 per cent.) some one of the three great divisions of the people amount 
to more than 50 per cent. In the remaining seven (15 per cent.) the different elements are more 
equally blended, and the local reasons can in general be easily discovered for this state of things. 



V. DETAILS BE8PBCIIKG DOWN. 



The principle of the inquiry being now understood, it is unnecessary in this case to enter upon 
it so minutely. The following table explains itself: — 



Baronies. 



Ards, . 

Castlereagh, Upper, 
„ Lower, 

Dufferin, 

Iveagh, Upper, . 
„ Lower, . 

Kinelarty, 

Lecale, 

Mourne, 

Kewry, 



14 
19 

a 

6 
13 

37 
17 
28 
11 
13 



16 
14 
5 
17 
52 
22 
44 
57 
58 
51 



I 



70 
66 
85 
77 
55 
41 
39 
15 
28 
29 



General Character. 



Presbyterian. 
Presbyterian. 
Presbyterian. 
Presbyterian. 
Roman Catholic. 
Presbyterian. 
Roman Catholic. 
Roman Catholic. 
Roman Catholic. 
Roman Catholic. 



14 5 

14 

14 10 

14 3 
9 8 

15 

12 

16 4 
5 2 

13 9 
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It is obvious from an inspection of this table, that if we regard the county as composed of ten 
baronies, Presbyterians predominate in four (the first four of the table), while Roman Catholics 
predominate in four others. In the remaining two, none of the three great divisions of the com- 
munity outnumbers all the others, but Presbyterians are most numerous in one of them, and Roman 
Catholics in the other. If we regard the county as divided into fourteen baronies, seven are Roman 
Catholic, six Presbyterian, and one of the Established Church. But the Presbyterian baronies are 
much more populous than the Roman Catholic, and hence they impart their character to the whole 
county. 

In one respect Down differs from Antrim. So far as these baronies are concerned, there appears 
to be no uniform connexion between Roman Catholics and land of little value; for of their two 
highest numbers, one is reached in Lecale, where land is best, and the other in Mourne, where it is 
worst. The lowest number is reached in Lower Castlereagh, the great Presbyterian pathway from 
Scotland. 

If we arrange the Roman Catholic numbers as found in the baronies, from the highest to the 
lowest, the order will nearly represent the Presbyterian numbers in inverted order. The three in 
which Roman Catholics rise to an average of 58 per cent, show Presbyterians at an average of 24, 
and in the three in which the former sink to 12, the latter ri.se to 74. Churchmen are least 
numerous in Dufferin, and most numerous in Lower Iveagh, the position at which the English 
immigrants settled. 

The following brief notice of the several baronies of the County of Down may be interesting: — 

1. Ards. In Bangor, Donaghadee, and Newtownards, Presbyterianism reaches its highest 
numbers. These all lie on the line of march from the Scottish landing-place towards the interior 
of the county. It is lowest towards the point of the peninsula. Roman Catholics reach 70 per 
cent, at the point ; but in the three leading Presbyterian parishes they almost entirely disappear. 

2. Upper Castlereagh. Presbyterians range from 77 to 91 per cent, in Comber, Killaney, 
Drumbo, and Saintfield ; and in these four parishes we have the two lowest numbers of Roman 
Catholics and Episcopalians. Roman Catholics are most numerous in Kilmore, as if spreading from 
the hill-country; and Churchmen are most numerous near the English districts, in Drumbeg, 
Knockbreda, and Ballymacarrett. 

3. Lower Castlereagh. The Presbyterian numbers range from 77 to 94 ; Holywood showing 
the greatest mingling of sects, and Tullynakill the least. 

4. Dufferin. In both parishes, Presbyterians stand at 77 ; and of the others, there is about 
one Churchman for three Roman Catholics. 

5. Tipper Iveagh. The two divisions of this barony were calculated separately, for the sake of 

° Both divisions of Upper Iveagh, and both of Lecale terian ; and of Lower Iveagh, one part is Presbyterian and 
are Roman Catholic; both divisions of Ards are Presby- one Church. 

VOL. VII. It 
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comparison, and they coincide exactly in the general results. The Roman Catholics are most nume- 
rous in Clonallon, Kilbroney, and Kilcoo, lying between Newry and Mourne. Here they average 
81 in the three parishes. They are least numerous in Seapatrick (Banbridge) . In the three parishes 
just named, Presbyterians average only 7; but they are more than 50 per cent, in Drumballyroney, 
which includes the town of Rathfriland. Land is most valuable in Warrenpoint, and here Church- 
men are most numerous. 

6, Lower Iveagh. In Magheralin, Donacloney, and Moira, Churchmen are the majority of the 
whole population ; in Shankill and Tullylish they are still more numerous than either of the others j 
and in Magherally they are fewest. Presbyterians range from 1 8 in Moira to 76 in Magherally , 
and Roman Catholics occupy a mean which varies within moderate limits. 

7. Kinelarty. This comprises only two complete parishes, in one of which Presbyterians are 
more than 50 per cent., and in the other, Eoman Catholics. Churchmen occupy a position nearly 
uniform in both cases. 

8. Leoale. In Kilclief, the Roman Catholics constitute nine-tenths of the gross population, 
while in Tyrella and Dunsfort they average nearly four-fifths. The lowest number is 25 per cent- 
Presbyterians reach 25 per cent, only in Inch and Down ; but in the Norman districts of Ardglass 
and Kilclief they sink to 1, and in Saul they practically disappear. Churchmen vary from 7 in 
Tyrella to 77 in Saul. 

9. Mourne. This is but one parish. 10. Newry. This is but one parish. 

Irom the consideration of the numbers in baronies, we consider those in the whole county. 
They are as follows: — 

Churchmen in the County of Down, 68,003 — 17 percent. 

Roman Catholics, „ 
Presbyterians, „ . 

Other Protestant Dissenters, 

392,078 
Thus, it appears that in Down, as in Antrim, Presbyterians are most numerous, and also that the 
two counties illustrate respectively the two kinds of majorities and of colouring on the map. In 
Antrim, the whole county might be coloured, among counties, of the full Presbyterian tint; in Down, 
the modification of colour would be adopted. 

The highest Presbyterian number is found in TuQynakill, and the lowest in Saul. There are 
twenty-four parishes in which Presbyterians outnumber all the other population, as will be seen 
by the map : and of these there are 15 in which they amount to three-fourths, at least, of the whole. 
In 15 parishes, on the contrary, they do not reach 20 per cent. 

The Roman Catholic point of greatest strength is Kilclief ; and of greatest weakness, Comber 
and Tullynakill. There are twenty-six parishes in which their numbers reach 50 per cent., four 



68,003 


— 17 


128,685 


— 33 


191,707 


— 49 


3,683 


— 1 
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of them being above 80 ; there are twenty-six others in which they do not reach 25 percent., includ- 
ing nine that do not exceed 5, and two that do not exceed 2. 

Churchmen exist in greatest numbers in Saul, and they are fewest in Ballytrustan, a Roman 
Catholic district, and in Tullynakill, a Presbyterian one. They constitute half the population in 
only four parishes, but in a few others, though under 50 per cent., they are most numerous. In 
twenty-four they do not exceed 10 per cent. 

It is only necessary to remark that there are in Down 66 benefices. Of these, 55 have a 
majority of the population of one creed, 4 being Church, 26 Eoman Catholic, and 25 Presbyterian. 
This is 82i per cent, of the benefices; and, of course, in the other 11 (16| per cent.) some one 
denomination is more numerous than either of the others, though not amounting to one-half of 
the whole. 

VI. GENEfiAL BEMABKS. 

If we add together the numbers for the two counties p we have the following : — 

DOWN. AlfTBIM. TOTAL. 

Churchmen, 68,003 63,415 131,418 — 19 percent. 

Roman Catholics, 128,685 80,388 209,073 — 29 „ 

Presbyterians, 191,707 176,205 367,912 — 51 „ 

Other Protestant Dissenters, . 3,683 5,392 9,075 — 1 „ 

392,078 325,400 717,478 
Their places of worship stand thus — 

DOWN. ANTRIM. TOTAL. 

Churches, 70 55 125 — 26 percent. 

Roman Catholic Chapels, . . .67 45 112 — 23 „ 

Presbyterian Chapels, ... 97 88 185 — 88 „ 

Other Protestant Dissenters, . .31 30 61 — 13 „ 

265 218 483 

Let us now compare these with their respective numbers for the whole island, and we shall 

see at once what proportion of the whole is to be found in these two counties. Reckoning by 

counties, as we consider two of the thirty-two, we should expect to find one-sixteenth of any 

particular class here, or 6f per cent,; and reckoning by population (of which these counties possess 

p The population in the dioceses and its proportion nearly correspond — 

DOWN. CONNOR. DEOMOBE. TOTAIu 

Churchmen, . . . . 28,025 66,688 41,737 136,450 — 18 percent 

Boman Catholics, .... 58,484 95,545 76,275 230,304 -^-82 „ 

Presbyterians, .... 99,652 193,261 69,264 362,177 — 49 „ 

Other Protestant Dissenters, . . 3,544 5,924 983 10,401 — I u 

189,705 361,418 188,209 739,338 



130 

more than their numerical proportion), about one-eleventh, or 9 per cent. But the peculiar influ- 
ences which operate in this locality give great variety to this central number, or unit of comparison. 
Some are above it, and some below, just as in particular baronies and parishes some one takes 
the lead. 

Of the three great sections of the community, Churchmen have the smallest numbers in the 
two counties; for instead of amounting to 30 per cent., or nearly one-third, they reach only 19, or 
not quite two thirds of that per centage. It is well known, however, that except in a very few 
parishes, they possess no strong position here, and that no fair estimate of their relative importance 
can be formed from what refers to them alone. Only 15 per cent, of all the Churchmen in Ireland 
are found here, and 8 per cent, of all the churches. In other words, if these two counties were to 
sink beneath the waves, only about a seventh of all the Churchmen of Ireland would be destroyed, 
and a little more than a thirteenth of their churches. 

To the Roman Catholic population, again, these two counties are still less a home, though 
they exist in great strength at certain points. Only 3 per cent, of their people, and 5 per cent, of 
their chapele lie within these limits ; so that, if any great convulsion were to destroy the entire 
district, they would lose but one chapel in twenty, and one member in thirty-three. 

The Presbyterian people occupy the most remarkable position. In these two counties they consti - 
tute the majority of the gross population, but in no other; and the addition of any other county would 
sink their average below 50 per cent. q To them Belfast is the ecclesiastical capital : it is what Armagh 
and Dublin are each in some respects to the Churchman ; and what Armagh and Gal way are each 
in some respects to the Roman Catholic. "Within the limits of these two counties lie 57 per cent, 
of all the Presbyterians in Ireland, and 41 per cent, of all their places of worship. In the case already 
supposed, therefore, the erasure of these two counties from the map would remove nearly three- 
fifths of all the Presbyterians in Ireland, and more than two-fifths of all their meeting-houses. 

The other Protestant Dissenters exist also in large numbers in these two counties, though their 
chapels are scattered all over Ireland. No fewer than 41 per cent, of the people are found in Down 
and Antrim, though only 15 per cent, of their chapels. 

It is no part of my present object to enter upon the changes which have taken place since 1834, 
though causes, which are well known, have operated in altering the relative numbers of the three 
great classes of the community very materially. It is not unlikely that official details may come to 
light, perhaps, through the Registrar-General; but whether or not, it must be interesting to examine 
the facts connected with one important section of the island — especially as creed is one of the most 
interesting illustrations of ethnology. It is fortunate, too, that we can take a dispassionate view of 
the numbers, proportions, and circumstances, through the mellowed light of twenty-five years. 

A. Hume. 

q It will be seen that it sinks below that average merely parishes outside of the counties, but within the united 
by the addition of two or three parishes, or portions of diocese. 



